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ñTo perpetuate the memory of our Shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving 
their country.  That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward 

greater accomplishments.  Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.ò 
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Upcoming Events See website for updates at www.subvetsgroton.org   

JANUARY 2012  --  If you have not renewed you are delin-
quent! 

Sun, 1  New Year's Day 
Steak 'n Eggs Brunch 

  
10am ï12pm 

Mon, 2  Monthly Business Meeting 6:30pm  

Wed, 4  48th Anniversary Planning Meeting 6:30pm ï 
7:30pm 

Thu, 5  Scholarship Planning Meeting 6:00pm  

Sun, 8  Brunch 
Take down Christmas Tree 

10am ï12pm 
1:00pm 

Tue, 10  SVWWII Social/lunch 11:30am-1pm 

Fri, 13  SVGB Dinner Winter Steak Night 5:30pm ï 
9:00pm 

Sun, 15  Brunch 10am ï12pm 

Mon, 16  MLK Day 
Sea Scout Workshop at Clubhouse 
GB Westport Satellite Group Mtng 

  
6:30pm ï8:45pm 
7:00pm 

Tue, 17  HOLLAND Club luncheon 11:30am-1pm 

Thu, 19  Board of Trustees; 
Scholarship Planning Meeting 

6:00pm  
6:00pm  

Sun, 22  Brunch 10am ï12pm 

Mon, 23  Sea Scout Workshop, location 
TBD 

6:30pm 

Thu, 26  Chairman reports due to Secretary   

Sun, 29  Brunch 10am ï12pm 

Mon, 30  HOLLAND Club Planning Meeting 
E-Board Meeting 

5:30pm ï6:20pm 
6:30pm-8pm 

FEBRUARY 2012  --  FEBRUARY is Black History and Ameri-
can Heart Month 

Wed, 01  48th Anniversary Planning Meeting 6:30pm 

Thu, 02  Scholarship Planning Meeting 6:00pm 

Sat, 04  Luncheon Guest Speaker Program 
(TBS) 

TBD 

Sun, 05  10 - 12 Steak 'n Eggs Brunch 
SVGB Super Bowl Party Potluck 
(Bar coordinates) 

10am ï12pm 

Mon, 06  Monthly Business Meeting 6:30pm ï7:30pm 

Sat, 11  SVGB Ham or Pork Roast or Veal 
Parmesan Valentineôs Day/Sadie 
Hawkins Day Dinner/Dance 

6:00pm  

Sun, 12  Brunch 10am ï12pm 

Mon, 13  Sea Scout Workshop, location 
TBD 

6:30pm - 

Tue, 14  Valentine's Day 
SVWWII Meeting/lunch 

  
10:30am ï1pm 

Wed, 15  Newsletter inputs due   

Thu, 16  Board of Trustees 
Scholarship Planning Meeting 

6:00pm 
6:00pm 

Fri, 17  SUBASE CPO/GACPOA Dining-In 
(TBD) 
POC: CMDCM NAVSUB-
SUPPCEN NLON 

6:00pm 

Sun, 19  Brunch 10am ï12pm 

Mon, 20  President's Day 
Sea Scout Workshop, location 
TBD 
GB Westport Satellite Group Mtng 

  
6:30pm  
7:00pm 

Tue, 21  HOLLAND Club Luncheon 11:30am-1pm 

Wed, 22  Ash Wednesday   

Thu, 23  Chairman reports due to Secretary   

Sun, 26  Brunch 10am ï12pm 

Mon, 27  HOLLAND Club Planning 
Meeting 
E-Board Meeting 

5:30pm ï6:20pm 
6:30pm ï8:00pm 

Wed, 29  48th Anniversary Planning 
Meeting 

6:30pm 

MARCH 2012; MARCH is National Women's History 
Month 

Thu, 01  Scholarship Planning Meet-
ing, accepting SVGB Schol-
arship applications until 15 
Apr 

6:00pm 

Sun, 04  Steak 'n Eggs Brunch 10am ï12pm 

Mon, 05  Monthly Business Meeting 6:30pm 

Sun, 11  Daylight Savings Time be-
gins 
Brunch 

2:00am 
10am ï12pm 

Mon, 12  Sea Scout Workshop, loca-
tion TBD 

6:30pm 

Tue, 13  SVWWII Social/lunch 11:30am-1pm 

Thu, 15  Board of Trustees 
Scholarship Planning Meet-
ing 

6:00pm 
6:00pm 

Sat, 17  St. Patrick's Day 
SVGB Dinner Corned Beef 
& Cabbage 

  
5:30pm - 

Sun, 18  Brunch 10am ï12pm 

Mon, 19  Sea Scout Workshop, loca-
tion TBD 
GB Westport Satellite 
Group Meeting 

6:30pm ï 
7:00pm 

Tue, 20  HOLLAND Club luncheon 11:30am-1pm 

Wed, 21  48th Anniversary Planning 
Meeting 

6:30pm 

Thu, 22  Chairman reports due to 
Secretary 

  

Sun, 25  Brunch 10am ï12pm 

Mon, 26  HOLLAND Club Planning 
Meeting 
E-Board Meeting 

5:30am ï6:20pm 
6:30pm ï8pm 
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U.S. Submarine Force Losses Jan/Feb/Mar 
JANUARY  

USS S-36 (SS-141) was lost on 20 Jan 
1942 when it was destroyed after 
grounding on Taka Bakang Reef in Ma-
kassar Strait, Indonesia, near Makassar 
City. The crew was all rescued. USS S-
26 (SS-131) was lost on 24 Jan 1942 
with the loss of 46 officers and men when 
it was sunk after ramming by USS PC-
460 in the Gulf of Panama, 14 miles 
West of San Jose Light. USS Argonaut 
(SS-166) was lost on 10 Jan 1943 with 
the loss of 84 officers and men when it 
was sunk off Rabaul near 05 155N 153 
50E; another location given as 5 40S 152 
02E) USS Swordfish (SS-193) was lost 
on 12 Jan 1945 with the loss of 90 offic-
ers and men when it was sunk near Yaku 
Island off Kyushu, water <600' deep near 
island (27 00N 128 40E).  

FEBRUARY 
USS Shark (SS-174) was lost on 11 Feb 
1942 with the loss of 59 officers and men 
when it was sunk East of Menado, Cele-
bes as a result of one of 3 attacks, 
(11Feb42 E of Menado, 17Feb42 N of 
Kendari, 21Feb42 E of Kendari). USS 
Amberjack (SS-219) was lost on 16 Feb 
1943 with the loss of 72 officers and men 

when it was sunk off Rabaul; last contact 
at 5 05S 152 37E. USS Scorpion (SS-
278) was lost on 1 Feb 1944 with the loss 
of 77 officers and men when it was sunk 
East China Sea. USS Grayback (SS-208) 
was lost on 26 Feb 1944 with the loss of 
80 officers and men when it was sunk 
near 25 47N 128 45E. USS Trout (SS-
202) was lost on 29 Feb 1944 with the 
loss of 79 officers and men when it was 
sunk near 22 40N, 131 45E, middle of 
Philippines Basin. USS Barbel (SS-316) 
was lost on 4 Feb 1945 with the loss of 
81 officers and men when it was sunk in 
southern entrance to Palawan Passage 7 
49.5S 116 47.5SW Palawan. 

MARCH 

USS F-4 [ex SKATE] (SS-23) was lost on 

25 Mar 1915 with the loss of 19 officers 

and men when it foundered off Honolulu 

Harbor. USS Triton (SS-201) was lost on 

15 Mar 1943 with the loss of 74 officers 

and men when it was sunk at 0 09N 144 

55E. USS Perch (SS-176) was lost on 3 

Mar 1942 with the loss of 8 officers and 

men when it was sunk near 30 Miles NW 

Soerabia, Java. 60 officers and men were 

taken prisoner; 52 survived the war. 

USS Grampus (SS-207) was lost on 5 

Mar 1943 with the loss of 72 officers and 

men when it was sunk in the Blackett 

Strait, possibly in Vella Gulf; last contact 

at 4 55S 152 30E. USS Seawolf H-1 

(SS-28) was lost on 12 Mar 1920 with 

the loss of 4 officers and men when it 

grounded at Magdalena Bay, Mexico; it 

was sunk in 9 fathoms while being 

towed off. USS Tullibee (SS-284) was 

lost on 26 Mar 1944 with the loss of 79 

officers and men when it was sunk by 

own torpedo in operating area just north 

of Palau. One man was taken prisoner 

and he survived the war. USS Kete (SS-

369) was lost on 20 Mar 1945 with the 

loss of 87 officers and men when it was 

sunk somewhere between 29 38N 130 

02E and Midway. USS Trigger (SS-237) 

was lost on 28 March 1945 with the loss 

of 91 officers and men when it was sunk 

in area 32 16N>30 40N by 132 05E> 

127 50E (maybe near 32 16N 132 05E). 

Shipmates on Eternal Patrol 
The gift for which our departed Ship-
mates laid their lives on the line is our 
freedom today.  We express our grati-
tude for their service by our remem-

brance of them. 
Take a moment now . . . and in silence 
breathe a prayer for our absent Ship-

mates. 

 

Richard "Ski" Haderski, age 80, 
passed away 2 August 2011.  Ski qual-
ified in submarines onboard USS Carp 
SS 338 in 1949. He also served 
aboard USS Pomfret SS 391, USS 
Guitarro SS 363, USS Blenny SS 324, 
USS Paddle SS 263, USS Crevalle SS 
291, USS Robert E. Lee SSBN 601, 
and USS George Washington SSBN 
598, which fired the first Polaris missile 
from a submerged submarine on 20 
July 1960. Ski joined us at USSVI 
Groton Base in 2001 and was a Life 
and HOLLAND Club member. 

Edward F. Dillon, age 82, passed 
away 3 September 2011 at Concord 
Hospital, Hillsboro, NH.  Edward quali-
fied in submarines onboard USS Irex 
SS 482 in 1952.  He also served 
aboard USS Catfish SS 339.  He 

joined us at USSVI Groton Base in 
2003 and was a Life and HOLLAND 
Club member. 

Alan H. Donn, age 71, passed away 
9 September 2011 at his home in 
Groton after a long struggle with mes-
othelioma.  Alan qualified in subma-
rines onboard USS Theodore Roose-
velt SSBN 600 in 1964.  He also 
served aboard USS Greenling SSN 
614, USS Flying Fish SSN 673 and 
overhaul crew on USS Narwhal SSN 
671.  Alan joined us at USSVI Groton 
Base in 2006 and was a Life member.  
He was also a member of the USS 
Robert E. Lee Association. 

Wilbert G. "Tex" Dettmann, age 90, 
passed away 25 September 2001 at 
his home in Canterbury, CT.  Wilbert 
qualified in submarines onboard USS 
Swordfish SS 193 in 1942.  He also 
served aboard USS Thresher SS 200 
(8 war patrols), USS Anthedon AS 24, 
USS Pogy SS 266, and USS Redfish 
SS 395.  He was discharged in 1946 
as Fire Controlman Chief.  He was 
recalled to duty during the Korean 

War and served onboard USS 
Threadfin SS 410.  Tex joined us at 
USSVI Groton Base in 2008 and was 
a Life and HOLLAND Club member.  
He was also a Life member of Pearl 
Harbor Survivors Association and 
WWII Submarine Veterans Thames 
Valley Chapter. 

Martin C. Petersen, age 61, died un-
expectedly 5 October 2011 in a water 
well drilling accident in Manchester, 
CT.  Martin was qualified in subma-
rines onboard USS Trepang SSN 674 
shortly after finishing Sub School in 
New London CT and prior Boot Camp 
and Cooking School in San Diego, 
CA.  He joined us in USSVI Groton 
Base as a Life member in May 2011 
after attending the SUBVET Anniver-
sary Celebration that year. 

Donald Eugene Mueller, Jr., age 51, 
passed away unexpectedly 21 Octo-
ber 2011.  Eugene qualified in subma-
rines onboard USS Francis Scott Key 
SSBN 657 in 1981.  He also served 
aboard USS Casmir Pulaski SSBN 
633, USS San Juan SSN 751, USS 
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September through 
November has been a 
busy period for the 
Chaplain's depart-
ment with a number of 
shipmates going on 
Eternal Patrol.  Not 

only have there been a significant 
number of Honors Services, but our 
operating area has extended out to 
Manchester, Plainfield, Rhode Is-
land, and Greenwich, CT ï a 180 
mile trip out and back the same 
evening! 
September began with a full memo-
rial service for Richard A. "Ski" 
Haderski on the 18

th
 at the Niantic 

Sportsman's Club in Niantic, CT.  
The service was well received and 
the attendees never knew that the 
batteries in the bugle had died, no 
spares on hand, and Jack Gallimore 
high-tailing it out to the nearest con-
venience store for replacements.  
The bugle case now carries a spare 
set of No. 9s.  Our next Honors Ser-
vice was for Wilbert "Tex" Dettmann 
on October 8

th 
in Plainfield, CT.  

This was a combined service with 
SubVets WWII, and led by SVWWII 
Chaplain Jack Gallimore.  This was 
a graveside service and the weather 
was classic autumn.  The Plainfield 
VFW held their service first since 

Tex was a three-time president of 
their post.  Two days later, the family 
of Shipmate Martin Petersen, who 
died in a well-drilling accident in 
Manchester ,CT was holding calling 
hours on Monday 10 October.  This 
called for some quick response and 
carpooling, but it all worked well.  12 
of us were there for the Honors Ser-
vice and the family was grateful for 
our presence.  The accident had 
happened on Friday and we didn't 
know of it until Sunday. 
We lost another WWII SubVet, Frank 
G. Alton, later in October and held a 
Combined Honors Service in Nor-
wich at Maplewood Cemetery on 
Wednesday 26 October.  We had a 
total of 17 men on hand, 15 Honors 
Detail plus Deen Brown and Leroy 
Webb, WWII SubVets.  Frank had 
lived for quite a while at Fairview in 
Groton and was often visited by Wil 
Nelson. 
Our next excursion was to the church 
service for Eugene Mueller, held on 
Saturday a.m. 5 November in Jewett 
City.  Eugene had died unexpectedly 
on the 1

st
 and we were alerted during 

the week.  Eugene had been an STO 
tech at EB and many of his co-
workers were there as well.  It was a 
small church housed in the old Slater 
Mill Mall and it was packed.  These 
are the special kind of situations that 

make our presence really appreciat-
ed. 
Lastly is the calling hours appear-
ance for Joseph E. Gaudet, Jr. on 
Tuesday 8 November.  The calling 
hours began at 7pm and we went 
on at 7:30. 15 stalwarts were on 
hand to pay our respects to our 
shipmate. 
I can't say enough about the Honors 
Detail.  These are dedicated men 
who take these services seriously.  
25 of the 40 men are members of 
the HOLLAND Club.  They are al-
ways neatly dressed and squared 
away.  They do their jobs properly 
and with great presence.  They bite 
their lips and meet the family mem-
bers there with caring and meaning 
in their words.  They do SUBVETS 
Groton Base proud.  It gives me 
great pleasure to welcome Rich 
Lucas, Al Kinsall, Greg Kane, and 
Bob Gustafson to this special group 
and to thank them for their commit-
ment.  The Honors Detail is now 40 
men strong, representing Groton 
Base in saying farewell to our mem-
bers as they go on Eternal Patrol. 
Until the next time, bless you and 
keep the faith.  
I can be reached at 
chaplain@subvetsgroton.org, 860-
536-7733 H, or 860-885-6144 C 

Chaplainôs Offerings: Tom Russell, Base Chaplain 
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Trepang SSN 674, and USS Provi-
dence SSN 719.  Eugene retired 
from the Navy in 2001 after 21 
years of service as TM1(SS).  He 
joined us at USSVI Groton Base in 
2004 and was a Life member. 

Frank G. Alton, age 93, passed 
away 23 October 2011 at Fairview 
Nursing Home in Groton, CT.  Frank 
qualified in submarines onboard 
USS R-11 SS 88.  He also served 
aboard USS Guardfish SS 217, 
USS Redfin SS 272, USS Capitaine 
SS 336, USS Sea Robin SS 407, 
USS Tusk SS 426, and USS Sperry 
AS 11.  Frank was a veteran of both 
WWII and the Korean war.  He re-
tired from the Navy in 1958 as ENC

(SS).  Frank joined us at USSVI Groton 
Base in 2006 and was a Life and HOL-
LAND Club member. 

Joseph E. Gaudet, Jr., age 78, 
passed away 6 November 2011 at 
Backus Hospital, Norwich, CT.  Joseph 
qualified in submarines onboard USS 
Corsair SS435 in 1954.  He also 
served aboard USS Jallao SS 368, and 
USS Stonewall Jackson SSBN 634.  
Joseph served 28 years during the Ko-
rean and Vietnam Wars and retired in 
1981 as MSC(SS).  He joined us at 
USSVI Groton Base in 2004 and was a 
Life and HOLLAND Club member. 

 

Shipmates on Eternal Patrol Continued 
òThere is a port of no return, 
where ships may ride at anchor 

for a little space. 

And then some starless night the 
cable slips, leaving only an eddy 

at the mooring place. 

Gulls veer no longer, Sailor rest 
your oar.  No tangled wreckage 
will be washed ashore.ò 

 

Shipmates  Haderski, Dillon, 
Donn, Dettmann, Petersen, 

Mueller, Alton, Gaudet ï Rest your 

oar. 

 

mailto:chaplain@subvetsgroton.org
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Hello, shipmates at 
Groton Base, and a 
hearty welcome 
aboard to any new 
members. We thank 
you for joining us, 
and we hope that 
you are just as 

proud of being a member of Groton 
Base as the rest of us are.  
Welcome to 2012 and Happy New 
Year. I hope that you and your fami-
lies had a great Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas, and New Yearôs.  
Following the National Convention in 
September we held a great Steak & 
Lobster dinner prepared by the PCU 
MISSISSIPPI and our famous 
Steamship Round dinner prepared 
by C.R. Wilson and Herb Horne.  We 
had an outstanding Thanksgiving 
and Holiday Caring and Sharing pro-
gram, feeding almost 1000 people 
and donating $15K towards pro-
grams that take care of sailors. The 
SubVettes put on a great dinner for 
our CO/XO/COB dinner; we partici-
pated in the annul SUBASE Retire-
ment Seminar as well as the annual 
Red-White-Blue Mass; we participat-
ed in several area Veteransô Day 
events, including our own Tolling of 
the Boats/Memorial Service and re-
ception, which was very well attend-
ed, and we had a very successful fall 
field day in cleaning up our club-
house. We closed out 2011 with our 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Cere-
mony, our annual Christmas party, 
and our kidsô Christmas party, thanks 
to Charlie Murray. 
We have a new membership chair-
man, Robert Perritt, and we have 
some recent changes to our base 
bylaws.  
Our primary focus has been in push-
ing membership renewals. My sin-
cere thanks to all of you for your 
membership renewals for 2012 and 
to the members of the Membership 
Committee who processed all of 
those membership renewals, enter-
ing them into both the local and Na-
tional databases. 
We are trying harder to get our arms 
a little more around our finances. 

With its size running Groton Base is 
different than any other base. It is like 
running a small business.  We will get 
there.  
Our Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) program contin-
ues to bring happiness to children 
around CT and our docents at the Sub-
marine Force Library and Museum 
continue to inform the public about the 
Submarine Force. Our license plate 
program continues to serve as both a 
recruiting program as well as providing 
dolphin license plates for our member-
ship in CT; our Westport Satellite 
Group continues to grow and support 
Groton Base, and with the time, effort, 
and donations of our membership we 
continue to maintain and improve the 
only clubhouse in USSVI, the Dominic 
Joe Negri Clubhouse.  
We have all been very busy for the bet-
ter good of Groton Base, serving not 
only our membership but the communi-
ty around us as well. Your efforts all 
contribute to Groton Base being as 
successful as it can be and maintaining 
its status as the First and Finest. 
We are still looking for someone to re-
lieve as House Committee Chairman. 
The Boat Sponsorship program needs 
some help and leadership to continue 
to get our newsletter out to the Groton 
Waterfront Commands.  
Although we started membership re-
newals in July we will be dropping 
many members who do not renew by 
31 Jan. There are lots of submariners 
out there who served from the early 
days of the Cold War through the 
1990s and the 2000s who are our ship-
mates who have not joined USSVI. 
Recruiting and retention are all hands 
efforts. We shared good times with 
them when we were on the boats, so 
why not share the good times and ex-
periences as a member of SubVets? 
Many of them are eligible for the HOL-
LAND Club or would be in the next few 
years. We should be honoring them 
along with our other HOLLAND Club 
members. 
The enlisted guys, Chief Petty Officers, 
COBs, Junior Officers, and COs are 
the all stars manning our submarines 
today and are the potential future of 
our organization, but only if we get 
them signed up. Despite our best ef-

forts there are many submariners 
presently out there on our boats 
that are either still unaware of Sub-
Vets or just take us to be a bar for 
cheap beer and good chili. If we 
each recruit at least one new mem-
ber we should easily be able to 
have over 3000 members. 
In the meantime we are planning 
our 48

th
 Anniversary Celebration 3-

5 May. It is all about having a great 
time for our members and trying to 
build our Base Scholarship program 
on the success that we had last 
year.  
We will also be planning our 2012 
HOLLAND Club Induction Ceremo-
ny for 03 June. We will be honoring 
about 60 of our senior citizens of 
the submarine force.   
We need your help to figure out 
why our events are so poorly at-
tended. Getting people to come is 
very difficult despite plenty of ad-
vertising in newspapers, radio, and 
our email broadcasts. Our last din-
ner was our Steamship Round din-
ner for $15 each and we barely  
had 40 members there. Our Christ-
mas party was free and we could 
barely muster 40 guests. Those are 
just two examples. We have many 
others. Please provide feedback to 
the House Committee Chairman 
Stan Mathis at (860) 884-8857 or 
house@subvetsgroton.org .  
Our successes are not because of 
anything that I do alone. Thank you 
all very much for what you do to 
make us successful.  You are the 
best and hardest working members 
in the USSVI organization.  
We are off to a great start to anoth-
er great year at Groton Base. I look 
forward to working with all of you as 
we move into a New Year.   
I am so proud to be the Base Com-
mander for SubVets Groton Base 
where members are all pulling to-
gether in the same direction to 
make U.S. Submarine Veterans 
Groton Base the premier organiza-
tion for submariners and their fami-
lies. Keep up the great work.   
STRAIGHT BOARD! 
John ñGumbaò Carcioppolo 
Base Commander 

Commanderôs Corner 

Issue 2012-01 Page 5 SUBVETS Groton Base Boat Notes 

mailto:house@subvetsgroton.org


WHO DO YOU KNOW THAT IS QUALIFIED BUT NOT A MEMBER?  SIGN UP A NEW MEMBER TODAY!  

 

Welcome home to USS DALLAS 
(SSN 700) and USS MIAMI (SSN 
755), who recently returned from de-
ployment. Thanks for what you do 
and for the sacrifices made over the 
last few months while on deployment. 
Your families and shipmates here in 
Groton have missed you and are 
proud of what you do. 
In a few weeks the Battle E winners 
will be announced. Hearty congratula-
tions to all crewmembers on the boats 
who win the Battle E here in Groton, 
CT. Congratulations, shipmates who 
have been selected as the Sailor of 
the Year/Junior Sailor of the year. 
Having your boat chosen as the Bat-
tle E Boat or getting selected as the 
SOY/JSOY means that you are the 
best of the best. Itôs not an easy ac-
complishment and certainly one to be 
proud of. 
We also have many new third class, 
second class and first class petty of-
ficers who were recently advanced as 
a result of the last advancement in 
rate cycle. Congratulations. Advance-
ments are tough these days. Get hot 
and start working on advancing to the 
next pay grade. If you were advanced 
and you are a member, please make 
sure you contact Membership Chair-
man Robert Perritt at Member-

for our scholarship program and at-
tendance at the Anniversary events. 
We are starting much earlier in taking 
reservations and sponsorships. At the 
same time are planning for the Sub-
marine Birthday Ball and Memorial 
Day as well as kicking our HOLLAND 
Club preparations up into higher gear.  
Most important now is finishing 2012 
membership renewals. 802 members 
have not renewed as of this writing 
and will soon become members not 
in good standing. On 31 January 
those who donôt renew will be 
dropped from our roster. Take a look 
at the Non-Renewal list posted at the 
club and on our web page and see 
who you can convince to rejoin us at 
the First and Finest.  
We also need to improve business at 
our clubhouse. We need to hear what 
you as the members want and need 
to improve our clubhouse. You can 
provide your input to the Board of 
Trustees or the Executive Board. 
Enjoy this edition of Boat Notes, 
which includes coverage of all of the 
things weôve mentioned and many 
more.  When you are done reading it, 
pass it on to a shipmate who isnôt a 
member and recruit him to join Sub-
Vets Groton Base.  When you can, 
come down and visit your club. 
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ship_Chair@SubVetsgroton.org to 
get your new rating info updated in 
the database.  
Welcome to the officers and crew of 
USS CALIFORNIA (SSN 781), the 
newest submarine commissioned in 
the fleet. Hearty congratulations to 
PCU MISSISSIPPI (SSN 782), chris-
tened in early December. MISSIS-
SIPPI has been very active at Sub-
Vets and will be delivered to the Na-
vy in ceremonies later this year.  
Our sincere congratulations to long-
time Groton Base Member Admiral 
Cecil Haney, who relieved as 
CINCPACFLT. He is the first Groton 
Base member to hold this position. 
2011 was a very successful year for 
SubVets Groton Base. We grew our 
membership numbers and improved 
our long-standing programs. People 
are aware of SubVets Groton Base 
in a very favorable light. SubVets is 
part of the community and part of 
Team New London.  We are serious 
about remembering those on Eternal 
Patrol, and above all we are ship-
mates and family who share a com-
mon bond, being ñBrothers of the 
Phin.ò  
We are gearing up for another Anni-
versary Celebration. Last year we 
produced record numbers in support 

USSVI Groton Base News 

Newsletter Donations: Thank you 
to all who've made recent donations 
to the newsletter fund or sponsored a 
boat to receive our newsletter.   
Boat Notes Online: Thank you to 
the over 800 people who receive the 
newsletter online only, further reduc-
ing the cost of printing and mailing. 
It's also an easy way of letting poten-
tial new members see what SubVets 
Groton Base is all about. The news-
letter is posted at our webpage, 
http://subvetsgroton.org, To stop re-
ceiving Boat Notes by mail, contact 
membership@subvetsgroton.org.  
Boat Notes Sponsorship: Printing 
and mailing Boat Notes is one of our 
larger expenses. To reduce this cost 
we offer members and local busi-
nesses the chance to sponsor the 
newsletter by placing their business 

cards in a space 2ò x 3ò throughout our 
newsletter.   
We reach over 2200 members The 
cost is $50 per edition or $150 per year 
(4 editions).  If you are interested in 
becoming a sponsor just email secre-
tary@subvetsgroton.org for Stuart 
Temple or call the clubhouse at (860) 
445-5262.  Leave a message and he 
will contact you. 
Boat Sponsorship Program: Our or-
ganization and our Base only exist be-
cause of our members. One of the best 
ways we keep our members informed  
is with our newsletter Boat Notes.   
In Groton our largest pool of prospec-
tive members are the sailors and em-
ployees on SUBASE, especially the  
submarines homeported here and the 
Commands that support them.   
To reach this group our Boat Sponsor-

ship Program sends copies of our 
newsletter to these boats and support 
Commands.  Our goal is to send six 
copies of the newsletter to each.  The 
CO and COB are also sent a letter ex-
plaining who we are and who has 
sponsored them.  We encourage them 
to distribute the copies in the Ward-
room, Goat Locker and Crewôs Mess. 
This way we get to the whole crew. 
To sponsor a boat is $10 per copy for 
one year.  If you sponsor a boat and/or 
Command we will contact you to re-
mind you when your sponsorship is 
expiring.  We hope you will renew your 
sponsorship. 
We are in need of someone to assist 
in the tracking of donors to the Boat 
Sponsorship program.  Please con-
tact any of the Base Officers if you 
are willing to help. 

Newsletter Donations and Boat Sponsorship 

mailto:Membership_Chair@subvetsgroton.org
mailto:Membership_Chair@subvetsgroton.org
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mailto:membership@subvetsgroton.org
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The Groton Base 
Color Guard partici-
pates in all Groton 
Base Ceremonies 
and parades pre-
senting the colors. 
We additionally get 
requests for other 
outside events.  

The Groton Base Color Guard partic-
ipates in all Groton Base Ceremo-

nies and parades presenting the col-
ors. We additionally get requests for 
other outside events. The color 
guard and the rest of Groton Base 
participated in the Veterans Day Me-
morial Service.  
If you are interested in being part of 

the Color Guard please contact me 

at stores@subvetsgroton.org 

Color Guard:  Charlie Starratt 
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ñSilent Serviceò Plates:  Harrison Solt 

The SUBVETS 
creed, in part, is ñTo 
perpetuate the 
memory of our 
Shipmates who 
gave their lives in 

the pursuit of their duties while 
serving their country.  Having the 
Silent Service License Plate on your 
vehicles is one way to ñlive the creedò. 
The requirements for the Connecticut 
ñSilent Serviceò License Plate are (1), 
you are a member, in good standing, of 
SUBVETS, (2) you have a CT regis-
tered vehicle, and (3) You are listed on 
the registration.  If you satisfy items 1 
through 3, the process is simple.  
Email or call me, at 
plates@subvetsgroton.org, or (860) 

464-9540 and I will send you every-
thing you will need, including mem-
bership information if necessary.   
Fees for this specialty license plate 
are quite reasonable.  Transferring 
an existing vanity or marker plate is 
$65.00.  Taking the next ñoff the 
shelfò Silent Service plate is $65.00.  
Establishing a new vanity plate on 
the Silent Service plate is $130.00. 
Once the completed application and 
your check made payable to DMV is 

returned to me, your membership 
status is validated.  The application 
and check is then forwarded to the 
Department of Motor Vehicles. 
After about 4-8 weeks, your plates 
arrive in the mail with instructions 
regarding the disposal of your old 
plates. If there any interim problems, 
I will work with DMV to ensure every 
one is happy.   
I continue to get inquiries from sub-
mariners who didnôt know about 
USSVI but spotted a Silent Service 
plate or were referred to me by DMV, 
so SubVets plates on our roads are 
making a difference! 
Step up, be the next one on your 
block to have the Silent Service Li-
cense Plate on your vehicle. 

Bar News: Karen Torkelson 
Happy New Year.   We hope every-
one had a wonderful holiday season 
and are as excited as we are to start 
the new year.  We are looking for-
ward to a lot of great events coming 
up, including Super Bowl Sunday on 
Feb 5

th
 and Tom Connorsô famous 

Corned Beef and 
Cabbage dinner 
on March 17, St. 
Patrickôs Day.   
We have Karaoke 
once a month on 
Friday nights.  
Please check the 
clubhouse for ex-
act dates, since 

the schedule flexes due to private 
parties and organization functions.  A 
great time is had by all and there is a 
large variety of singers and music, 
everything from Frank Sinatra to 
Blink 182 to Willie Nelson and Way-
lon Jennings!   
Lunches at the club are booming.  
We have soups every week until Me-
morial day, sandwich specials on 
Wednesdays and meal specials on 
Thursdays.  On the first Wednesday 
of the month we have a luncheon for 
the NSSF chiefôs quarters, on the 2

nd
 

Tuesday is our WWII luncheon and 
the 3

rd
 Tuesday is our HOLLAND 

Club luncheon.   

Those days can be quite crowded 
and there may be a short delay in 
serving our regular customers.  As 
always, if you are bringing in a group 
of 6 or more, call ahead so that we 
can be prepared to serve your party 
promptly. 
I want to take time to thank all of our 
bartenders and volunteers who sup-
port the staff here at Sub Vets.  With-
out their hard work and time we 
wouldnôt be able to ensure all of our 
members have a great experience at 
Sub Vets.   
If you have any questions or con-
cerns feel free to call Karen at 860-
445-5262.  

mailto:colorguard@subvetsgroton.org
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SUBSCOL Graduation Program: Jack Gallimore 
Every time Naval 

Submarine School 

graduates a class of 

BESS, SOBC, or 

SOAC, Sub Vets 

Groton Base is an 

active participant.     

Our part in those 

graduations is to conduct a Tolling of 

the Boats, often referred to as the 

Shipmates Remembrance Ceremony, 

so that the students and future subma-

riners as well as the family members 

present are exposed to this time hon-

ored ceremony of the submarine 

force.  Upon completion of the Tolling 

of the Boats, the designated Sub Vet 

for that week has a brief opportunity to 

talk to the students to tell them the 

significance of this ceremony, what 

Sub Vets is about, and why, once they 

are Qualified in Submarines, they 

should become a member of our or-

ganization.  We also provide guest 

speakers for the SCERF, SECF ñAò, 

and Torpedo "A" Schools. 

These programs are very important 

for us as an organization and for the 

students learning an important piece 

of their heritage.  We did a total of 25 

BESS (Basic Enlisted Submarine 

School), 6 SOAC (Submarine Officer 

Advanced Class), 6 SOBC 

(Submarine Officer Basic Course), 

plus we provided speakers for the 3 

"A" schools. They are MMA ( Machin-

ist Mate, Weapons) what we com-

monly call TMA, SCERF (Submarine 

Communications Electronic Rating 

Field), and SECF (Submarine Elec-

tronic Computer Field). Totals for the-

se classes for 2011 are TMA (5), 

SCERF (8), and SECF (5). Thanks to 

the shipmates who have been recent 

participants in the Tolling of the Boats 

and/or as Guest speakers. Through 

the support of these volunteers and 

others we are able to man the watch 

bill and provide this valuable service 

to Submarine School. 

The BESS Graduations are usually 

every other Friday at 9am at Wil-

kinson Hall.  SOBC and SOAC 

graduations are held at Bledsoe 

Hall when scheduled.  It doesn't 

take a professional speaker to con-

duct either of the remembrance 

events, just the ability to read and 

communicate.  The Advanced 

courses do require a little more in-

volvement from the speaking per-

spective.  A sincere willingness to 

provide words of motivation and 

commitment to the students is all 

that is necessary.  Shipmates who 

have past experience as an instruc-

tor or as COB are excellent choices.  

To get involved with the Tolling of 

the Boats or be a guest speaker for 

one of these graduations please 

contact me at (860)464-8367 or 

graduation@subvetsgroton.org to 

be put on the schedule.   
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National Submarine Memorial East: Dick McGirr 
airflow to the interior to prevent 
moisture buildup; cut holes in the 
upper deck plates and install deck 
drains to remove standing water; 
close ammo locker & center ready 
locker doors; cut ventilation hole & 
install screen; plug weld one hole 
starboard side periscope housing; 
remove wire from radar mast cover; 
install rail under port bench and 
support under starboard bench after 
cigarette deck; install pipe on fwd. 
40 MM; plug hole in deck aft of 
ready locker, fwd. 40 MM deck; 
complete installation of deck plating 
port & stbd. sides of radar mast. 
Two additional holes were found in 
port side deck. 
Any questions or comments regard-
ing the Memorial can be addressed 
to the Memorial Committee Chair-
man, Dick McGirr, at the following 
email address or home phone: me-
morial@subvetsgroton.org (860) 
445-2161.  

The Memorial Committee is respon-
sible for the care and maintenance 
of the U.S. SUBVETS WWII Nation-
al Memorial East. All of the funds to 
do this work come from either dona-
tions or  the Annual Appeal and 
Raffle. Your support is truly in keep-
ing with our creed ñTo perpetuate 
the memory of our Shipmates who 
gave their lives in support of our 
countryéò 
Those funds were certainly needed 
this year as we have done some 
major structural work at the National 
Submarine Memorial.  
By the time you are reading this 
newsletter all of the work should 
have been completed and the Me-
morial Committee will be taking a 
needed break until the spring. 
The following is the status of the 
restoration work done on the fair-
water:  
Interior ammo tubes have been cut 
off to allow access the forward end 

for rust removal and painting; steel 
tubes and base plates have been in-
stalled in the interior to support the 
upper part of the fairwater; several 
rusted parts of the railings have been 
replaced; several holes on the upper 
decks have been covered with plates 
and welded; accesses on the radar 
masts have been removed and re-
placed and welded. 
The remaining work to be done is as 
follows:  
Replace a piece of the tubing on the 
forward gun-mount; cut a hole in the 
forward end of the fairwater to allow 

mailto:graduation@subvetsgroton.org
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Shortly after the New 
Year we will start 
sending correspond-
ence to those mem-
bers being inducted 
into the HOLLAND 
Club in 2012 regard-
ing the ceremony.  

Our ceremony is scheduled for Sat-
urday 04 June 2012. If you Quali-
fied in Submarines in 1962 or earli-
er, that will be the day you are in-
ducted into the prestigious HOL-
LAND Club. 
We are requesting biographical in-
formation so that we can compare 
and update it in the National data-
base and use it in our HOLLAND 
Club presentation. Next we will ask 
for your guest list. The more infor-
mation you provide about yourself, 
the better the presentation will be. 
We are also requesting pictures of 
you to be used in the presentation. 
We prefer a pictures from when you 
were in the service but if not, any 
picture will do.  You can email us at 
Holland@subvets.org  or send them 
to the club . All pictures mailed will 
be returned at the ceremony. 
All members Qualified in Subma-
rines for 50 or more years are eligi-
ble for the HOLLAND Club. Howev-
er, USSVI National Bylaws requires 
that those who are not Life Mem-
bers and go into the HOLLAND 
Club after 2010 must continue to 
pay annual National Dues.  Fail-
ure to pay annual National Dues for 
those individuals even though they 
are members of the HOLLAND 
Club will result in them being 
dropped from the organization.  We 
strongly recommend that those 

Regular members going into the HOL-
LAND Club consider upgrading to Life 
Membership so that you donôt ever 
have to worry about National Dues 
again. .  
 All those going into the HOLLAND 
Club with Groton Base must have 
paid their 2012 Base Dues to be 
completely eligible. Once all of you 
are in the HOLLAND Club, there is no 
longer a requirement for Base Dues 
unless you are a Regular member 
with less than 5 years as a member. 
The following are the 60 names that 
we show going into the HOLLAND 
Club this year.  If your name is in red 
bold print you have not renewed your 
dues for 2012 as of 16 Nov2011 and 
you must renew to be fully eligible for 
the 2012 HOLLAND Club: W O 
Allread; Peter H. Andersen; John 
Paull Anderson; Michael Angelo; Alex-
ander M. Angus; Thomas M. Bircum-
shaw; Sterling Blankenship; David H. 
Boyd; Kenneth Brannin; Frederick L. 
Briggs; Robert P. Carl Jr.; Frank  
Conahan; Martin (Ed) Davis; David 
Dlugo; Andrew J. Elnicki; Tom 
(Edgar) Farnon; David G. Ferrell; 
Robert Folks; Charles (Chuck) 
Franklin; Edwin L. Gibbons; Phillip 
E. Griffith Sr.; Nicholas (Fredo) 
Gudz Jr.; Robert J. Haff; Aubrey 
Hall; Wayne M. Harding; Carl D. Hill; 
Richard F. Hillman; Carl H. 
Hochstetler; John E. Hogan; Norman 
Holiman; Dennis W. Hopkins; James 
E. Jinks; Ronald Kadlecik; Diederick 
E. Kanning; Jerry A. King; Richard J. 
Kvietkus; David W. Lane; Charles F 
Levandoski; Robert Macgregor; Nor-
man A. Main; Abraham Mozeak; 
Thomas F. Obrien; Gerald J O'Neil; 
William Oswald; Walter A. Patrick; 

James H. Pat-
ton; Robert D. 
Perdue; Thom-
as M. Perron; 
Mike Riegel; 
David R. 
Seavers; 
Charles Sladky; 
Dennis C. Staley; Richard E. Tomac 
Sr.; Peter J. Toppa Jr.; Philippe O. 
Turgeon; Earle B. Van Camp; 
James C. Weitlauf; Russell Wood-
worth; James (Jim) Zimble. 
 If you Qualified in Submarines in 
1962 or earlier, and you are not in 
the HOLLAND Club and you are 
not on this list please contact us 
ASAP so that we can resolve the 
issue at the earliest convenience. 
Our HOLLAND Club Lunches contin-
ue to be a big draw. They are always 
on the third Tuesday of each month 
starting at 11:30 am. We usually try 
to have a guest speaker. Upcoming 
speakers are COMSUBGRU TWO 
RDML Rick Breckenridge for Decem-
ber and Submarine Learning Center 
Groton Captain Casciano and CMC 
Drake in January. Recent speakers 
have included Captain Dave Roberts 
from SUBSCHOOL and Captain 
Derenski from SUPSHIPS. Many 
thanks to them for their support and 
time. 
The luncheons are open to all HOL-
LAND Club Members and their 
guests. We can only accommodate 
60 people, so if you are planning on 
attending please email Bud Atkins 
bud-tmcm-ss@sbcglobal.net or call
(860) 440-3120 by the Sunday be-
fore so we get you on the list and 
give a count to the bar manager for 
planning purposes. 

The HOLLAND Club Report: Phil Marshall  

Scholarship News: Joe Bialek 
Groton Base will be accepting 
scholarship applications for 2012 
from 1 March ï 15 April 2012. Appli-
cation, resume, essay and all sup-
porting documentation must be ad-
dressed to U.S. SUBVETS, Atten-
tion Scholarship Committee, 40 
School Street, Groton, Ct. 06340. 
Applications must be received by 
the closing date. 
Information about the scholarship 

application procedures will be prom-
ulgated by the Base Commander on 
the weekly broadcasts and will be 
updated on the Scholarship web 
page at http://subvetsgroton.org/
scholarship/default.aspx .  
Elsewhere in this newsletter you will 
find information about the SubVets 
Anniversary Celebration. The Anni-
versary Celebration and primarily the 
Golf Tournament are the principal 

fundraisers for the Groton Scholarship 
Program. Groton Base Members have 
always given generously in the past to 
support this program, and we look for-
ward to your continued support and 
another successful year with the 
Groton Base Scholarship Program. 
You can contact me at scholar-
ship@subvetsgroton.org or by phone 
at home 860-535-0849 or work (860) 
433-6647  

mailto:bud-tmcm-ss@sbcglobal.net
http://subvetsgroton.org/scholarship/default.aspx
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The Westport Satellite 
Group is a group of Groton 
Base SUBVETS who live 
in the southwest corner of 
CT. They enjoy the bene-
fits of being a part of the 
First and Finest and pro-
vide a great deal of sup-
port to us here at Groton 
Base and have the added 
advantage of getting to-
gether as shipmates for 
good times and submarine 
camaraderie even though 
they live 70 ï100 miles 
away from the clubhouse.  
The group as a whole are 
great supporters of SUB-
VETS Groton Base. They 
cook brunch once a month, and are 
big supporters of the Kaps for Kids, 
Scholarship, and Thanksgiving pro-
grams.  
Recently the WSG made a very signif-
icant presentation to us at Groton 
Base. The TRITON Chapter of U.S. 
SUBVETS WWII is dwindling down in 
numbers as time marches on and 
their members depart on Eternal Pa-

trol. The WSG was recently present-
ed their banner that they used in pa-
rades and meetings. The WSG in 
turn presented it to Groton Base and 
it is now displayed up in Richard 
Higham Hall upstairs at the club-
house. We are very honored to dis-
play this banner, and we will not for-
get the accomplishments of our ship-
mates, nor will we forget their sacri-

fices. We will always 
ñPerpetuate the Memory.ò 
To the guys from the WSG, 
many thanks for the 
presentation. It means a lot.   
The Westport Satellite 
Group is holding their 
Christmas Party at Mara 
Bella restaurant in Strat-
ford, CT on Wednesday, 
December 7th from 7:00 
PM to 11:00 PM. The cost 
is approximately $36, which 
includes tax and tip. If you 
are interested in attending 
or for additional information 
please contact Paul or 
Mike. They meet on the 
third Monday of the month 

at the Westport VFW at 7pm.  
If you live down below New Haven, 
check them out. If you are interested 
or just want some additional infor-
mation about what they do, you can 
contact either Paul Grammar at 
Paul@subcob.com or (203) 386-
9742 or Mike Deleo at mad-
d51@optonline.net or 203-878-
7522. 

Westport Satellite Group 

USS SPRINGFIELD (SSN 761) and 
USS DALLAS (SSN 700).  
The SPRINGFIELD homecoming was 
a little different because of HISTORIC 
SHIP NAUTILUS being closed for 
their normal scheduled maintenance. 
The group adapted and overcame the 
obstacle and welcomed home 
SPRINGFIELD from  under the Gold 
Star Bridge.  
If you want to be part of future home-
comings please contact Tom Russell.  
Many thanks to the Squadron Staffs 
who keep us informed and allow us to 
be involved in these submarine 
Homecomings.  

in welcoming them home.  
Because of security classifications 
the word of returning deployers can-
not be put out in advance. There-
fore, notification will predominantly 
be done by email.  
If you want to be part of these 
events and do not have email capa-
bility contact the Base Chaplain, 
Tom Russell ,and he will put you on 
our list. Tomôs telephone number is 
(860) 536ï7733. He will let you 
know about these events when the 
information about the returning de-
ployer is no longer classified so that 
hopefully you can be involved. 
We recently held homecomings for 

SUBVETS now welcomes home 
submarines returning from deploy-
ment to Groton, CT, the Subma-
rine Capitol of the World. It is al-
ways great to be a part of these 
events. They also provide great 
opportunities for SUBVETS to sup-
port our Active Duty shipmates 
and to promote SUBVETS.  
Usually our Homecoming detail 
musters at the historic ship NAUTI-
LUS. The saluting battery fires off 
seven rounds in salute to the re-
turning deployer while our SUB-
VETS man the rails. The crew 
scrambles down to the pier and 
joins the family and official parties 

Submarine Homecomings 
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Vice Commander/House Committee:  Stan Mathis 
Happy New Year! 
I want to thank our 
membership for their 
continued support 
with all the functions 
we have tried to pro-
vide and fundraisers 

to support our various receptions.   
Every Sunday we serve brunch 
from 10AM to 12PM, with the first 
Sunday being Steak and Eggs. 
Come out and join us!  We maintain 
a waitstaff to support the 1

st
, 2
nd
, 

and 3
rd
 Sundays. The 4

th
 and 5

th
 

Sundays are for special events and 
allow membership organizations to 
come in and grace us with an ex-

ceptional brunch.  Donations/tips to 
the waitstaff are normally for those 
serving you, but you can still donate to 
one of Groton Baseôs programs, i.e., 
Kap(SS)4Kid(SS), Groton Base Schol-
arship Fund, Building Fund, etc.   
January: 13

th
 Winter steak dinner 

February: 11
th
 SVGB Ham or Pork 

Roast or Veal Parmesan Valentineôs 
Day/Sadie Hawkins Day Dinner/Dance 
March: 17

th
 SVGB Dinner Corned 

Beef & Cabbage 
The House Committee holds brunch-
es, dinners and social events for you, 
your families and friends to enjoy and 
to help the Base by making a little 
money to help cover the costs of doing 
business.  We look forward to serving 

you and seeing you as a volunteer or 
a customer or both. 
Email house@subvetsgroton.org or 
call (860)-884-8857 or leave a mes-
sage at the club (860) 445-5262.  
I would like to thank all the member-
ship for their support during my ten-
ure as House Committee chairman.  
This is a reminder that we voted on a 
change to our By-Laws requiring that 
another member take the position as 
House Committee Chairman and the 
responsibility thereto.  This is my fi-
nal word from me in this position.  I 
hope the selection of the next House 
Committee Chairman provides you 
with entertainment as I did.   
Thanks, Stan 

Sea-Daddy Program 
Do you remember when you first 
checked onboard your boat? Some 
gruff looking guy with Dolphins took 
you under his wing, introduced you 
around, showed you the boat and  
where your rack was, helped you 
with Quals, etc. He was a shipmate 
that you could go to for answers or 
help. He was your Sea-Daddy. 
Then when you got your fish, you 
did the same thing for some nub 
that checked on board.  
The Sea-Daddy program is one of 
the keys to success in submarine 
lifestyles. Many Sea-Daddies have 
established lifelong relationships 
with each other that have resulted 
in great friendships even between 
wives and families. 

Many other USSVI Bases have estab-
lished Sea-Daddy programs that have 
been very successful and helpful to 
the base, as well as the individuals. 
The beauty of this program is there 
are no rules or guidelines. It all de-
pends on what you want to do. 
You simply contact a member that you 
may know or even donôt know. Maybe 
you were on the same boat together 
or at different times. Maybe you live in 
the same neighborhood or you met at 
a meeting or at the club. You establish 
contact and the two of you establish a 
relationship. Itôs called friendship!  
Then you just periodically check in 
with the guy. In these times when we 
all rely heavily on email we have for-
gotten how to communicate on a per-

sonal level with each other. Call him 
up. Need any help with anything? 
Are you going to the meeting next 
month? Do you need a ride? Letôs go 
have a good time! Have you renewed 
your dues? Or just share a sea story 
like when you were on Liberty in San 
Juan or Hong Kong. Lots of things 
you can do just to let him know you 
care about him and that he and you 
are part of the greatest fraternity 
there can be, ñBrothers of the Phin,ò 
and that you are both part of The 
First and Finest.  
Thereôs nothing hard about being a 
Sea Daddy, but the personal benefits 
and gratification can be very reward-
ing. Give it some thought and be-
come a Sea-Daddy today.  
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SubVets 48th Anniversary Celebration 

WELCOME SHIPMATES 
Come celebrate the USSVI Groton 
Base 48th Anniversary Weekend 
where it all started.  Groton Base, the 
ñFirst and Finest,ò is proud to host 
the tenth annual Anniversary Week-
end.  It will be held in the Submarine 
Capital of the World, Groton, CT 3-5 
May 2012.  This event is a great op-
portunity for all submariners to come 
back to where we all got started, to 
see the advances we have made in 
submarine technology and to perpet-
uate the memories of all subma-
riners.    
In addition to celebrating the Anni-
versary of our great organization and 
having a great time in sharing cama-
raderie with our shipmates, the other 
purpose of this event is to serve as 
the principal fundraiser for the 
Groton Base scholarship program. 
There are opportunities to provide 
sponsorships and donations on the 
registration form. We will also be 
generating a program book as anoth-
er fundraiser for this event.  
Although we are still in the planning 
stages we have registration forms 
available in this newsletter. Other  
events may be added. 
SCHOLARSHIP GOLF TOURNA-
MENT is scheduled rain or shine for 
Thursday 3 May.  Price will include 
greens fees, coffee and pastries for 
breakfast, turn-around lunch, cart,  
awards banquet, and prizes. The 
Scholarship Golf Tournament will be 
held at River Ridge Golf Course in 
Jewett City, CT. The cost is $120 
each. 
SUBVETS ANNIVERSARY LUNCH-
EON is scheduled to be at the Sub-
Vets Clubhouse on Thursday 3 May. 
You will pay depending on what you 
order off of the menu. We are limited 
to 60 people.  
RETURN TO SUBMARINE 
SCHOOL is scheduled for Friday 4 
May 8:30 am and includes a Basic 
Submarine School Graduation Cere-
mony, Submarine School tours and 
lunch at the Sub Base either the Gal-
ley or at Submarine School itself. . 
The cost is $10 each. All partici-
pants must provide date of birth, 
citizenship, and last 4 numbers of 

your SSN on the registration form.  
WELCOME ABOARD RECEPTION 
at the Groton Inn and Suites on Fri-
day 04 May starting at 6:00 pm. 
There will be hors d'îuvres and a 
cash bar. The cost is $20 each. 
SUBMARINE TOUR is scheduled for 
Saturday morning 05 May 9:00 am 
and is strictly dependent on SUBASE 
security conditions and submarine 
availability; it can be cancelled with-
out notice. The cost is $10 each.  
Those wishing to tour a boat must 
be physically able to climb up and 
down two decks of vertical lad-
ders. All participants must provide 
last date of birth, citizenship, and 
last 4 numbers of your SSN on the 
registration form.  
TOLLING OF THE BOATS CERE-
MONY Saturday afternoon 05 May 
1:00 pm. SubVets WWII National 
Submarine Memorial East, Groton, 
CT.  
ANNIVERSARY BANQUET DIN-
NER DANCE will be held at the Port 
and Starboard Banquet Room in 
New London and will begin with a 
social period and cash bar at 5:30 
pm on 07 May. Dinner with a choice 
of entrees will follow along with our 
guest speaker, several raffle prizes, 
and then dancing and music. The 
cost is $30 each. 
One new feature is the opportunity 
for members and attendees to spon-
sor students from Naval Submarine 
School to join us at the banquet. This 
brings the past together with our fu-
ture in our celebration of SubVets. 
The cost to sponsor a SUBSCHOOL 
student to join us at the banquet is 
$25 each. You may sponsor as many 
as desired. 
For more details and a registration 
package visit the Groton Base web-
site at http://www.subvetsgroton.org.  
If you have specific questions con-
tact John Carcioppolo directly at cell: 
(860) 514-7064 or email at com-
mander@subvetsgroton.org. 
SUBVETS SCHOLARSHIP GOLF 
TOURNAMENT on May 3, 2011 will 
once again kick off our Groton Base 
USSVI Anniversary Weekend Cele-
bration.  This tournament is our ma-
jor fundraising event for the Groton 

Base Scholarship Fund. 
Golfers, you already know what this 
is about.  Some have already com-
mitted to return for this year.  We 
have raised the price of the tourna-
ment, but we have also made im-
provements in the tournament that 
we believe you will find worth it.  
For all of our members and friends 
that donate money each year, we will 
have quality signage displayed at the 
greens and tees with your name or 
the name of your company.  We 
must limit the golfers to 36 four per-
son teams (144 people).  Check in 
must be completed by 8:30 am with 
a shotgun start at 9:00 am.  
ANNIVERSARY/CONVENTION 
PROGRAM SPONSORSHIP is a 
fundraiser for this event that allows 
individuals or businesses to place 
your ad in our program book.  Ads 
may be welcoming or congratulatory 
in nature or advertisements for your 
business in hopes that our guests 
will visit your business.  Be gener-
ous, get involved, and please make a 
commitment today. 
The costs for the different ads are as 
follows: 
Name $5; 1/4 Page $25; 1/2 Page 
$50; Full Page $100; Center Page/
Front Inside Page/Back Inside Page 
$150; Back Page $250.  
If you would like to purchase an ad in 
the program, checks should be writ-
ten to U.S. SUBVETS and mailed to 
U.S. SUBVETS; ANNIVERSARY 
COMMITTEE; 40 School St. Groton, 
CT 06340. Please include your ad for 
the program either on paper or a CD.  
SCHOLARSHIP GOLF TOURNA-
MENT SPONSORSHIP Our Annual 
Anniversary Celebration/ Golf Tour-
nament serves as the principal fund-
raiser for our Scholarship Program. 
Last year was a record year where 
between the golf sponsors and the 
anniversary raffles about $23,000 
was raised. It would be great to top 
last yearôs record amount of dona-
tions.  
The Golf Tournament Committee is 
already working very hard seeking 
sponsorships for this yearôs tourna-
ment. We have sent sponsorship 
letters to many local businesses ask-

http://www.subvetsgroton.org/
mailto:commander@subvetsgroton.org
mailto:commander@subvetsgroton.org
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SubVets 48th Anniversary Celebration 
ing them to sponsor tees or greens. 
Sponsorship letters are also being 
sent to every Base Commander in 
USSVI.  Before we can depend on 
outside sources to support our Golf 
Tournament, we have to depend on 
our own membership first. 
Sponsors can be individuals or the 
sponsorship can come from a group 
or another organization that you may 
be a member of. If you own a com-
pany, sponsorship can come from 
your company. If you know someone 
who would be interested in sponsor-
ing a tee or a green, you can certain-
ly pass this on. Remember, sponsor-
ships are tax deductible. 
There are a variety of different levels 
of sponsorship available. Please see 
the second page of the Anniversary 

Registration form in this newsletter 
for all levels of sponsorship. 
If you do not want to be a sponsor for 
the Golf Tournament but would like 
to send a donation that is fine too. 
Donations can be made online at the 
club or by mail to the club.  
Remember there is no donation too 
small. They all count. Your support 
and donations are appreciated and 
go towards helping our membership 
build the pot and give meaningful 
scholarships to children, grandchil-
dren, and stepchildren of members 
of SubVets Groton Base. Having a 
scholarship program for Groton Base 
kids is a great thing, but you canôt 
give out scholarships without funds.  
The Groton Base Scholarship Fund 
is established under the USSV Char-

itable Foundation, making all dona-
tions charitable donations which are 
tax deductible under IRS Code 501
(c)(3). Many companies you work for 
or retired from have charity programs 
in place; if you make a donation to a 
qualified charitable organization such 
as ours, they will match your dona-
tion. That doubles anything you 
might consider sending. 
If you are interested in being a Golf 
Tournament sponsor or donating, 
please either bring in or mail your 
donation to U.S. SUBVETS; Attn: 
Scholarship Chairman; 40 School 
Street; Groton, CT 06340. The check 
should be made out to U.S. Subma-
rine Veterans Inc. and marked for 
Groton Scholarship Fund in the 
memo section.  

Submarine Excellence 
This quarterôs recognition 
for Submarine Excellence 
goes to all of our ship-
mates in the Groton area 
who were selected as 
either Junior Sailor of the 
Year (JSOY) or Sailor of 
the Year for 2011.  
Getting selected to this 
group is not easy. It takes 
a lot of hard work, dedica-
tion and professionalism.  The JSOY 
and SOY recipients represent the 
very best sailors from within our sub-
marine force.  Although they go on to 
further competitions at the COMSUB-
GRU TWO and COMSUBLANT lev-
els to select the best sailors at those 
levels, there are no losers in this 
group. Every one of them is a winner. 
The area SOY and JSOY winners 
(listed Command, SOY, JSOY) are: 
NSSF ET1 Kevin Scharkey, BM2 
Alex Hiller 
NSSC LN1 Danielle Slack, YN2 Se-
bastion Moore 
PMT GROTON  MM1 Jose Rive-
ra ,FT2 Nathan Anderson 
NRMD GROTON MM1 Timothy Bean  
STSC GROTON ITS1 Clayton Horn 
USS NAUTILUS MEMORIAL MM1 
Young 
NSTF YORKTOWN MM1 Richardo 
Mora, MM2 Patrick Bush 

USS MEMPHIS (SSN 691) MM1 Eu-
gene Banks, STS2 Barry Maag  
USS DALLAS (SSN 700) MM1 Cody 
Henry, MM2 Sean DeGraff 
USS PROVIDENCE (SSN 719) STS1 
Jeffrey Wrobel, MM2 Luke Thornton 
USS PITTSBURGH (SSN 720) FT1 
Derek Dowen, MM2 Gregory Os-
borne 
USS SAN JUAN (SSN 751) ET1 
Christopher Holshouser, EM2 David 
Ballot 
USS PASADENA (SSN 752) EM1 
Derk Laclef, ET2 James Voigt 
USS MIAMI (SSN 755) MM1 Matthew 
Korte, MM2 Leonard Wagner 
USS ALEXANDRIA (SSN 757) MM1 
Jimmy West ,ET2 Calir Dopson 
USS ANNAPOLIS (SSN 760) MM1 
Leonardo Parraz, LS3 Sean Ervin 
USS SPRINGFIELD (SSN 761) MM1 
Paul Rich, EM2 Ross Snead 
USS HARTFORD (SSN 768) MM1 

Cameron Winders, 
MM2 John Moon 
USS TOLEDO (SSN 
769) HM1 Aaron 
McKnight, MM2 Justin 
Hendrix 
USS VIRGINIA (SSN 
774) LS1 Emilio Nodal, 
MM2 Paul Sturges 
USS NEW HAMP-
SHIRE (SSN 778) YN1 

Andrew Aulbur, EM2 Jonathan Wor-
ley 
USS NEW MEXICO (SSN 779) HM1 
Retroyreo Conner, MM2 Lee Jobes 
USS MISSOURI (SSN 780) MM1 
Joseph Cefaratti, CS3 Adam York 
PCU MISSISSIPPI (SSN 782) MM1 
Preston Johnson, EM2 Lee Farrell 
On 6 December Groton Base hosted 
the JSOY and SOY who participated 
at the SUBMARINE GROUP TWO 
level of competition. It was an honor 
and a privilege to host these sailors. 
There were sailors, spouses, and 
CMCs from Norfolk, VA to Ports-
mouth, NH who joined SubVets for a 
night of pizza at the club.    
At the time of this newsletter submis-
sion, it had not been announced who 
would be competing at the Subma-
rine Group Two level of competition. 
Congratulations to all and best wish-
es in the next levels of competition.  
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Groton Base Shipôs Store 
We have lots of small stores mer-
chandise in stock. Golf shifts, sweat-
shirts, ball caps, license plate frames.  
We also have dolphins, DBF Pins, 
rating patches, and coins in stock. 
New items we carry are belt buckles.  
How about mats? Did you know that 
SUBVETS Groton Base is the only 
place you can get truck mats, car 
mats and house welcome mats. They 
are a very high quality rubber mat that 
will easily outlive your car or 
house.  
We can also order individual 
patches, vests, and garrison hats. 
Are you in the HOLLAND Club? If 
you are we have HOLLAND Club 
coins, patches, shirts and ball 
caps. Plus you can special order 
HOLLAND Club Garrison hats. 
We also have brand new 2012 
USSVI Calendars for sale (Picture 
below). This calendar honors the 
U.S. Cold War submariners and 
their boats. During the cold war 
(1946-1991) the United States and 

the Soviet Union built a combined 
total of over 900 submarines, of 
which 401 were nuclear powered. 
The final class of Cold War subma-
rines, the Seawolf-class represent-
ed the peak development during the 
cold war. The loss dates for all U.S. 
submarines sunk or destroyed are 
listed in addition to other historic 
dates in both U.S. Submarine Veter-
an and U.S. Navy submarine histo-

ry. 
Individual calendars are $6 each plus 
$2 shipping. Calendars can be pur-
chased at the clubhouse or by mail. 
Order yours today by sending your 
check or money order made payable 
to USSVI to the clubhouse address. 
Small stores items can either be pur-
chased any time from the bartender, 
or if you canôt get to the club house 
you can purchase through me. Items 
can be purchased locally, or we can 
ship to you as well.  Checks should 
be made out to U.S. SUBVETS, 
and orders mailed to U.S. SUB-
VETS; Attn: Ships Store; 40 School 
Street; Groton CT 06340. If there is 
something you want donôt hesitate 
to contact me.  
In addition we can do special orders 
from the USSVI National Store-
keeper. Go to the USSVI National 
web page at http://ussvi.org and 
select small stores. If you see 
something that you like, let me 
know and weôll order it.  

CO/XO/COB Dinner 
The CO/XO/COB dinner was a big 
success. Many thanks to all of the 
Cos/XOs/COBs who took the time to 

join us for the evening. The whole 
evening would not have been possi-
ble without the support of our Ladies 

Auxiliary the SUBVETTES who put on 
a great dinner. Thanks, Ladies.   

The Well Connected Bubblehead 
We provide a lot of e-mail infor-

mation about SUBVETS Groton 

Base.  If you have e-mail and 

aren't on the Base Commanderôs 

email list, you should be.  If your 

email address is incorrect or has 

changed we can't reach you.  Gar-

bage in, garbage out! 

GROTON BASE WEB PAGE: 

Thanks to shipmate Robert Perritt, 

the Groton Base Web Page is lo-

cated at http://subvetsgroton.org  

Anyone with any questions should 

contact Robert at webmas-

ter@subvetsgroton.org 

GROTON BASE NEWSLETTERS: 

Boat Notes is posted on the Groton 

Base webpage under the News 

and Features tab and Boat Notes 

tab. 

USSVI NATIONAL: http://

www.ussvi.org Visit the new National 

web page.  Check it out & pass it on 

to shipmates in other areas who 

might be interested in joining. 

AMERICAN SUBMARINER: http://

americansubmariner.us 

CONTACTING THE BASE OFFIC-

ERS: Base Officers and Committee 

chairs can be contacted via email as 

follows: 

Base Commander: Snail Mail U.S.  

SUBVETS Inc; Attn: Base Com-

mander; 40 School Street; Groton, 

CT 06340  

Email: command-

er@subvetsgroton.org   Phone: Cell: 

(860) 514-7064; Club: (860) 445-

5262 Leave a message at either one. 

Vice Commander: Stan Mathis at 

vice@subvetsgroton.org 

Base Secretary: Stuart Temple at 

secretary@subvetsgroton.org 

House Committee: Stan Mathis at 

house@subvetsgroton.org 

Ladiesô Auxiliary: Dee Carcioppolo at 

ladiesaux@subvetsgroton.org 

Membership Committee: Robert Per-

ritt at member-

ship@subvetsgroton.org 

All other committee chairs can be 

reached via email as noted on page 

1 of this newsletter.  Donôt hesitate to 

contact us if you are interested. 

http://ussvi.org/
http://subvetsgroton.org/
mailto:webmaster@subvetsgroton.org
mailto:webmaster@subvetsgroton.org
http://www.ussvi.org/
http://www.ussvi.org/
http://americansubmariner.us/
http://americansubmariner.us/
mailto:commander@subvetsgroton.org
mailto:commander@subvetsgroton.org
mailto:vice@subvetsgroton.org
mailto:secretary@subvetsgroton.org
mailto:smathis@ebmail.gdeb.com
mailto:ladiesaux@subvetsgroton.org
mailto:membership@subvetsgroton.org
mailto:membership@subvetsgroton.org
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 Year Associate Life/Holland Regular Total Left to Renew 

2011 1205 898 187 2290 802 

2012 1013 373 102 1488   

Fellow SubVets,  
I am Robert Perritt and I 
have recently taken over  
as the Membership Com-
mittee Chairman. I am hon-
ored to be in this position 
and to be a part of such a 
strong organization such as 
SubVets Groton Base. To-
gether with Rick Boorman 
and Brian Turley as the 
Membership Committee we 
have three primary goals: 
Retention, Recovery and 
Recruitment.  These goals 
should not just be the Mem-
bership Committeeôs Goals 
because retention, recov-
ery, and recruitment are the 
responsibility of ALL 
HANDS. We need to retain 
the members we have, re-
cover the ones we have lost 
due to non-renewals and 
recruit new members when-
ever we have the opportuni-
ty. 
We have almost 2300 
members currently and if 
each one were to talk to 
past submariner or a new 
sailor we could double our 
numbers and as such in-
crease the strength and 
reach of our organization.  
I want to encourage all 
members to spread the 
word on membership re-
newals. As we start the 
New Year, getting as many 
2011 members to renew 
their dues for 2012 is ex-
tremely important.  We want 
to lose as few members as 
possible 
Our secondary goal is to 
make membership tracking 
as easy and accurate as 
possible for all involved. 
Please let us know how we 
can make it easier and im-
prove on what we do. 
I will end this article by say-
ing thank you for being a 
member of SubVets Groton 
Base. I look forward to 
meeting everyone I can and 

helping you and the organi-
zation with any membership 
issues.  
ITôS TIME TO RENEW 

YOUR DUES FOR 2012  

KEEP BRINGING IN 

THOSE NEW MEMBERS  

LIFE MEMBERS REMEM-
BER YOU STILL NEED TO 

PAY BASE DUES 

Renewal Notes: 
Itôs never too early to pay 
your dues in advance. We 
have members paid out till 
2049.  
 
Renew Membership 
Online: Now you can re-
new your membership 
online at our website http://
www.subvetsgroton.org.  
Just click ñMembershipò at 
the top and follow the direc-
tions for Online Renewal.  
All you do is pick your type 
of membership, how many 
years you want to renew 
for, and click the Buy Now  
button.  This will put you on 
a secure PayPal site to fin-
ish your transaction with a 
credit card or a PayPal ac-
count if you have one. 
 
E-Mail Problems We have 
had several members who 
have contacted us indicat-
ing that they are no longer 
getting our emails.  
Sometimes the reason is 
because they had changed 
email addresses and we 
didn't know. Easy Fix:  
Send us your new email 
address! Once we know it's 
just a matter of minutes to 
correct it in our databases 
and distribution lists.  
 
Addresses:  If your mailing 
address should change 

please let us know about it 
as soon as possible.  All of 
you snowbirds heading 
off for the winter, please 
make sure we get an ad-
dress change. The im-
portance of this cannot be 
overemphasized.  In an ef-
fort to cut costs we no long-
er request ñReturn Serviceò 
for the newsletter.  The sole 
responsibility for correct 
addresses is with the mem-
bers.  More important than 
the cost is the fact that 
when you donôt get your 
newsletter you miss infor-
mation about your organiza-
tion, and we lose contact 
with you.   
For all renewals, address 
changes, and updates of 
information that you have, 
please use the form on the 
back page.  
The following is a listing of 
all who have joined/rejoined 
since the Oct/Nov/Dec edi-
tion of Boat Notes: 
To all who renewed, thanks 
for staying with us and re-
newing early! 
To all new members of 
USSVI Groton Base, wel-
come aboard!!! 
 
NEW LIFE MEMBERS: 
Charles Sladky  
James (Jim) Zimble  
 
NEW REGULAR MEM-
BERS: 
Daniel Allen 
Joseph Appold 
Joseph Appold 
Javaughn D. Bishop 
Ed Boden 
Michael Bowers 
Robert C. Bump 
Scott Buzzard 
Russell M. Carr 
Matthew P. Charlton 
Steven Clark 

Jason F. Combs 
Joshua Elmore 
Stephen T. Evans 
Daniel Garcia 
Benjamin C. Holmes 
James Keck 
Lon S. Key 
Keith E. Kolodjeski 
Nicholas Kopy 
Richard Mannix 
Dustin May 
Stephen Mitchell 
Boyd-Henry Moats 
Michael Nickel 
Steve Niece 
Steve Niece 
Joseph Nusbaum 
Edward J. Randis 
Justin Reichard 
Dave Roberts 
James Roe 
Wayne Ryan 
Olin Saltrones 
Aaron Schwartz 
Lucas Shepard 
Levi Thomas 
John M. Vick 
John M. Vick 
Leonard A. Viggiani 
Zach Walden 
William Matthew Walker 
 
NEW DUAL MEMBERS: 
Tod Raeber 
 
REINSTATED MEMBERS: 
Brian Toth (A) 
Albert E. Whipple Jr. (A) 
Dmitry P. Zubkov (AL) 
James F Caldwell Jr. (L) 
Jason Rusk (L) 
Patrick Fuchs (R) 
Terence Hren (R) 
James McGovern (R) 
Catarino Murillo Jr. (R) 
Gerald Pederson (R) 
Justin Thompson (R) 
 
NEW ASSOCIATE MEM-
BERS: 
Lori Blair (Floyd) 
Robert Guffey 
Joseph Savino 
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Membership Committee: Robert Perritt 
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Holiday Recap 
As they have been since 
2001, the holidays were very 
special at SubVets Groton 
Base. Groton Base was very 
successful through their Car-
ing and Sharing Program in 
taking care of many sailors 
and their families as well.  
Groton Base was again able 
to put on a wonderful 
Thanksgiving dinner with a 
huge amount of support and 
effort in the way of donations 
and volunteers from the 
members, businesses in the 
local community and other 
organizations, including other 
USSVI bases across the 
country .       
Between 23 ï25 Nov we had 
many volunteers who worked 
very hard and helped support 
this event. There were many 
folks who helped save the day. With 
the total support of the volunteers 
and the staff of the SUBASE Galley 
and with lessons learned from the 
past dinners everything went smooth-
ly and efficiently. 
For Thanksgiving our volunteers de-
livered 479 meals to Active Duty Na-
vy, SubVets members, and police 
officers in East Lyme, Groton City, 
Groton Long Point, Town of Groton, 
Ledyard, Montville, New London, Old 
Lyme, Waterford, the State Troopers 
in Montville and the Fire and Security 

Departments at Electric Boat. Then 
they fed an additional 500 people at 
the club, including SUBSCHOOL stu-
dents,  Navy families who recently 
moved to the area, SubVets and their 
families, plus about 130  volunteers 
and 40 more to go meals that left with 
our guests.. All were treated to a 
great family style dinner. The leftover 
foods went to St. Davidôs Church in 
Ledyard and St. Vincentôs Soup 
Kitchen in Norwich. 
With the excess funds Groton Base 
was again very generous in taking 

care of sailors and their fami-
lies in Groton and in many far 
away places. We made dona-
tions as follows: $3000 to the 
Navy and Marine Corps Relief 
Society for their food locker 
program; $2500 to our Ladies 
Auxiliary, the SUBVETTES, 
for Operation IA Care Pack-
age in 2012 sending care 
packages to our IAs from 
Groton; $5000 to the local 
Caring and Sharing program 
which provides food baskets 
to needy families in Groton, 
CT for Christmas; and $4545 
to the USSVCF National Car-
ing and Sharing Program 
which does the same thing in 
other submarine home ports. 
We canôt thank all of the vol-
unteers and all those who 
sent in donations enough. 

Together Groton Base again has 
made a huge difference for this holi-
day season for so many of our sailors 
and their families. Nothing happens 
without the support of the members 
of Groton Base. You can all be proud 
that there are no sailors in the sub-
marine force that are taken care of 
better than the ones here in Groton, 
CT, and that SubVets Groton Base 
plays a major part in taking care of 
those sailors. THANK YOU ALL FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT AND FOR CAR-
ING AND SHARING! BZ!  

Base Commander John Carcioppolo presents a check for $5,000 to LN1 
Li from COMSUBGRU TWO  Staff for the SUBASE Caring and Sharing 
Program. Petty Officer Li is the area coordinator for the program that 
feeds needy Navy families for Thanksgiving and Christmas. Looking on 
are CSG-2 CMC Wes Koshoffer, CSG-2 Chief of Staff Captain Frank 
Lowery and Vice Commander Stan Mathis. 

Blast from the Past:1983 
 

 

 

Basic Enlisted Submarine 

School Graduating Class in 

1983.  See anyone you know? 
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AMERICAN SUBMARINER: The 
National magazine is now available 
on the internet in its entirety at http://
americansubmariner.us. If you would 
like to get the magazine online and 
not mailed contact Robert at mem-
bership@subvetsgroton.org to save 
the organization printing and mailing 
costs. 
NATIONAL WEB PAGE: The Nation-
al Web Page for USSVI is at http://
ussvi.org. You can update your per-
sonal information by logging in, re-
viewing the information held in the 
national database and making chang-
es as required. Contact information 
has been blocked for all USSVI mem-
bers to prevent spammers from con-
tacting you and allow you to make the 
decision if you want your information 
made public. Other members can see 
who you are but will not be able to 
contact you. If you want others to be 
able to contact you, you must go to 
the USSVI web page and unblock 
your information. If you need help or 
you donôt have internet capability you 
can contact one of the Base Officers 
or the members of the Membership 
Committee. 
NATIONAL CONVENTION The 2012 
National Convention is in Norfolk, VA. 
The web page is http://ussvi-
2012convention.com/default_files/
Page472.htm. You can find infor-
mation about events, lodging, regis-
tration, etc. there. The primary hotel 
for the convention is the Norfolk Wa-
terside Marriott, 235 E Main Street 

Norfolk, VA 23510 (phone 800-874-
0264). They are accepting reserva-
tions now; we strongly recommend 
making your lodging reservations as 
soon as possible. This will be a big 
convention, so the longer you wait the 
harder it will be to get reservations. 
Information will also be in the next few 
editions of the American Subma-
riner.  For additional information 
about the convention please contact 
the Convention John Kennedy (757) 
872-9938. 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR 
2012 NATIONAL AND REGION 
ELECTIONS In accordance with the 
requirement of our constitution & by-
laws, this is a call for 2012 National 
Election nominations for the following 
offices: National Commander, Nation-
al Senior Vice Commander, National 
Junior Vice Commander, National 
Secretary, National Treasurer, NE 
Region Director, SE Region Director, 
Central Region Director, Western Re-
gion Director. 
The nominations for the Region Direc-
tor positions are included for conven-
ience in this procedure. 
Any member in good standing may 
nominate any other member in good 
standing for any elected National Of-
fice, provided that the nominee's qual-
ification for National Office shall be in 
accordance with Constitution Article 
XI Section 1 paragraph (b) and the 
nomination is accompanied by a letter 
from the nominee indicating his will-
ingness to accept the nomination and 

willingness to serve if elected. 
The prerequisite for National Office is 
that a nominee must be a Regular 
Member in good standing for a mini-
mum of thirty consecutive months. 
   a. Nominees for Senior and Junior 
Vice-Commander must have complet-
ed at least two years as a Member of 
the Board of Directors. This includes 
all District Commanders, past and 
present, who have met the two years 
in office requirement. 
   b. Nominees for National Com-
mander must have completed at least 
two years as a voting member of the 
Board of Directors by the time they 
take office as National Commander 
(NC). This includes all National Offic-
ers and the District Commander of the 
Year, past and present, who have met 
the two years as a voting member of 
the board requirement. 
The term of office for all National offic-
ers will be two years or until a succes-
sor is elected. 
Your nomination must be received by 
Patrick Householder, Nomination 
Committee Chair by April 30, 2012 by 
mail at 25003 SE 146th St, Issaquah, 
WA 98027 or by email at house-
holderp@comcast.net. 
BASE COMMANDER NOTE: Before 
anyone asks, I am not interested in 
being nominated for any National 
Officer or Regional Director posi-
tion, so please do not nominate 
me. Thank you for your consideration 
but I am perfectly happy just support-
ing Groton Base. 

USSVI National News 

 The Board of Trustees (BOT) 
members are Al Atkinson; Bob 
Bentley; David A. Bergstrom; Wil-
liam T. ñDocò McCance; Charlie 
McMullin; Mike Munhall; Ray Pow-
ell; Charlie Starratt; and John Tip-
pett.  The Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees is Al Atkinson.  
The Board of Trustees meets at a 
minimum on a quarterly basis as well 
as if there are pending issues.  The 
meetings are open to the member-
ship.   
The primary duty and function of the 

Board of Trustees is to set policy 
and procedure for operation of all 
clubhouse facilities including bar and 
galley, not to conflict with or violate 
any CT state liquor laws and regula-
tions.  
If you have any input, suggestions, 
compliments, complaints or recom-
mendations as to the methods of 
operation of the clubhouse they must 
be submitted in writing to this Board 
only.   
In cases of complaints the person 
making the complaint must appear 

before this board; if unable to do so, 
a written and witnessed statement 
must be submitted.  The Board re-
views the complaint in the presence 
of all persons involved.  If a decision 
is unobtainable at that time all per-
sons involved are notified in writing. 

The bar needs your business to 
survive. If you have ideas or sug-
gestions on how the Bar at your 
club can be improved please sub-
mit them to 
bot@subvetsgroton.org  

Board of Trustees 

mailto:member@subvetsgroton.org
mailto:member@subvetsgroton.org
http://ussvi-2012convention.com/default_files/Page472.htm
http://ussvi-2012convention.com/default_files/Page472.htm
http://ussvi-2012convention.com/default_files/Page472.htm
mailto:bot@subvetsgroton.org
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SFLM Docents: Gary Schmid 
DOCENTS NEED-

ED!  

To make our sched-

uling easier and to 

enhance the visitors 

experience at the 

Submarine Force 

Library & Museum 

(SFLM) and the HISTORIC SHIP 

NAUTILUS we need more docents. 

What is a docent? For us at SUB-

VETS Groton Base it is a great way to 

share your submarine experience 

with an eager, interested audience. 

Watches are only for 4 hours and you 

can stand as few as one or as many 

as you like per month. 

The intent of the program is to assist 

the SFLM by having a smiling face at 

the door. Once you have the watch 

itôs up to you what you want to do in 

passing on your personal knowledge 

and experiences to the public.  

To be a docent you need: interest, 

time on your hands, friendly, outgoing 

personality, and a desire to help out. 

You do not have to be Qualified in Sub-

marines, a SubVet, or a veteran to be a 

docent. We have several non Sub Vets 

as docents, and even some spouses 

who do it with their husbands.  

As submariners, youôre the experts. Itôs 

really what you make of it.  

So why not give me a call at (Cell) (860)

823-9806 or (Home) (860)245-0418 

E-mail at: docent@subvetsgroton.org  

Thanks to our shipmates on the 
Saturday Morning Cleanup Crew, 
who continually donate time to 
clean our clubhouse and keep it 
looking good for our members and 
guests.  The club belongs to the 
membership, but cleanup of the 
club is done by only a small hand-
ful of hard-working, dedicated vol-
unteers.  The crew we owe our 
thanks to are John Wagner, Mark 
Stern, Rob Davis, Marty Glavin, 
George Torkelson, Ed Russell, 
Tom Connors, Mike Munhall, and 
our snowbirds, Ray Nott and Carl 
Dahlman.   

Cleanup starts around 7am and is 
usually completed by 10am so it is 
done for our 11am opening.  In addi-
tion to the usual Saturday cleanups 
we schedule two Field Days during 
the year. 
We can always use more volunteers 
to clean on Saturdays.  You donôt 
have to be there every Saturday, just 
when you can.  Extra bodies are al-
ways helpful, especially during the 
winter.  We are the only Base with its 
own clubhouse.  Please pitch in to 
keep your club clean and looking 
good for all of us. 
We held two field days this fall, one 

on the outside on 11/12/2011 and 
one for the inside on 11/19/2011. For 
the outside one, only Dale Mackay 
and his grandson Joseph showed 
up. For the inside one besides my-
self the following people were in at-
tendance: Steve Bournique, Dee 
Carcioppolo, Gerry Cyrul, Walter 
Grant, Obie Hill, Dale Mackay and  
his grandson Joseph, and Stan 
Mathis. We couldnôt get more mem-
bers there, but still a lot got done. 
Many thanks to those who attended. 
The next field day will be in the 
spring. We can always use some 
additional help. 

Club House Clean Up 

Shipmate in the Spotlight:  Robert Perritt 
Robert initially Qualified in Subma-
rines in 1971 aboard USS THOMAS 
EDISON SSBN 618. He served in 
the Navy for 6 years, and left the 
Navy as an ET1(SS) in 1978 after 
six years service.  
Robert has been a member for 13 
years, joining Groton Base in 1998 
as a Regular Member and upgrad-
ing to Life Member in 2004.  
Robert works very hard to improve 
Groton Base and his outstanding 
efforts and support of Groton Base 
deserve significant recognition.  
Robert serves as the Base Web-
master, a position he has served in 
for many years. As such he has de-
voted server space and a lot of time 
and effort for the Groton Base web 
pages. He continually manages and 

improves the web pages and works 
with the Executive Board and vari-
ous committees to promote Groton 
Base causes and programs. 
He is an integral part of the Groton 
Base Anniversary Committee and  
was directly responsible for estab-
lishing an online database in support 
of the SUBVETS Anniversary Cele-
bration. This database was essential 
in making the tracking and reports 
associated with the Anniversary Cel-
ebration easier, more streamlined 
and more accurate. 
Additionally Robert has recently as-
sumed the position of Membership 
Chairman.  
He has already dedicated numerous 
hours in converting the Groton Base 
database into an online tracking tool. 

This online database has increased 
the accuracy of membership tracking 
and interaction with the USSVI nation-
al database.  
His efforts have resulted in the ability 
to pull reports on demand and have 
streamlined and improved member-
ship tracking for Groton Base. These 
efforts will be influential in tracking 
Groton Base membership and ac-
counting for a long time in the oncom-
ing years. 
Robert Perritt is highly deserving of 
the recognition as the Shipmate in the 
Spotlight. Robert, thanks for all that 
you do to support SUBVETS Groton 
Base. Keep it up.  
We need more members like you to be 
active in our programs adding to the 
successes of SUBVETS Groton Base. 
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recently completed.  
As we explain this, your sailors are 
looking out into the faces of SUB-
VETS who have served in Subma-
rines from before WWII, to the pre-
sent. It is easily several hundred 
years of Submarine experience there 
who appreciate the new guys who 
have taken their places at the pointy 
end of the spear.  
We emphasize that Submariners may 
have Qualified on different classes of 
Submarines, but the high standards 
required to get their Dolphins are still 
the same. We then tell them that it is 
now their responsibility to train and 
Qualify those who follow them. The 
program is purely about recognition 
for them and how significant their 
Qualification in Submarines really is. 
We would like the opportunity to rec-
ognize your sailors as well with our 
SQRP, but to do so we need your 
support and involvement.  
 We need you or one of your Chief 
Petty Officers to contact us to recog-
nize crew members who recently 

Attention COs and COBs! 
Do you know about our Submarine 
Qualification and Recognition Pro-
gram (SQRP)?  
The SQRP reinforces the signifi-
cance and importance of being 
Qualified in Submarines to your Sail-
ors.  
When we received our Dolphins that 
was a significant milestone for each 
of us because we were fully accept-
ed as true Submariners. We know 
that Dolphins are not given away. 
They are earned as the result of 
hard work, studying, and demon-
strated performance.  
Being Qualified in Submarines has 
the same prestige and recognition 
as it did when Submarine Dolphins 
were first authorized in the early 
1900s.  
At our SQRP the command brings 
both Enlisted and Officer Personnel 
who recently completed their Qualifi-
cation in Submarines to one of our 
monthly meetings. We explain to 
them in the presence of our mem-
bers the significance of their Qualifi-
cations and how they are now part 
of the legacy of the Submarine 
Force and part of a much larger fra-
ternal group of ñBrothers of the Phinò  
consisting of thousands of Subma-
riners who have completed the 
same Qualifications that they have 

Submarine Qualification Recognition Program  
Qualified in Submarines at an upcom-
ing meeting. We need a list of the indi-
viduals including their full names and 
Rates/Ranks at least one week prior 
to the meeting that we will be recog-
nizing your sailors so that way we can 
prepare a certificate for them.  
 On meeting night, the crew members 
show up before the meeting start at 
1830. Usually the COB, CO, other 
crew members, and family accompa-
ny them. We conduct the SQRP at the 
very start of the meeting. The CO and 
COB also say a few words if desired. 
Then we all sound off our names and 
boat and year that we Qualified. When 
the sailors hear some of the Qualifica-
tion years it really hits them. We usu-
ally end by 1900, allowing all to either 
depart or to enjoy our facilities down-
stairs. Anyone is welcome to stay for 
the duration of the rest of the meeting 
if desired.  You guys who just returned 
from deployments are the ideal candi-
dates with numerous crew members 
who received their Dolphins for us to 
recognize. The upcoming meetings 
are 9 Jan, 6 Feb, and 5 March  We 
look forward to recognizing your sail-
ors.  
 If you are not the CO or COB, please 
show them a copy and bring it to their 
attention so that we can recognize 
your shipmates for their efforts and 
welcome them as ñBrothers of the 

National Scholarship Applications: Paul Orstad 

The National Scholarship Committee 
is pleased to announce that they are 
accepting applications for 2012 
scholarships now and will be accept-
ing requests for scholarship applica-
tions from now until 15 March 2012.  
All scholarship applications are to be 
in the hands of the Scholarship 

Chairman by 15 April 2012.  You can 
download the application from the 
USSVI Web page at: https://
www.ussvi.org/Documents.asp?
Type=Scholarship|Application  The 
three documents there must be 
downloaded to complete the pack-
age.  If you cannot download the ap-

plication or do not have internet ac-
cess, please email me or call and I 
will send you the missing part(s). I can 
be reached on my cell phone at [860-
334-6457] or 30 Surrey Lane, Nor-
wich, CT 06360-6541.  If you need 
any help please get in touch with me 
and I will assist you.   

Red, White, and Blue Mass 
The 2011 Red, White, & Blue Mass 
honoring Viet Nam Veterans held 
on Sunday, November 13, at St. 
Patrick's Cathedral, Norwich, CT 
was another huge success for us. 
Groton Base members served as 

Color Guard and Ushers. Those were: 
PW Louthain, Paul Dillon, Walt Patrick, 
Jim Weitlauf, Norm Kruzel, Paul Or-
stad, Phil Marshall, Pedro Gonzalas, 
Bob Gustafson, Jim Leonatis, 
Bucko  Padgett, Red Padgett , and Doc 

McCance.  
A big BZ to Doc McCance and PW 
for organizing and coordinating eve-
rything and to Bob Gustafson and Jim 
Leonaitis who were ushers and dou-
bled up to fill in the gaps for the Color 
Guard at the last minute.  
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"No one stands so tall as when they 
stoop to help a child" - Abraham Lin-
coln 
The Groton Baseôs K4K Team makes 
children Honorary Submariners by giv-
ing them an embroidered Honorary 
Submariner cap or doo rag of their 
choice, an Honorary Submariner Certif-
icate, and a submarine photo signed 
by us Sub Vets. We also give them 
brochures from the Groton, Connecti-
cut Submarine Force Museum and 
USS Nautilus Submarine. We let them 
know that they will get special treat-
ment from Sub Vet docents if they 
wear their caps when they visit.   
We share lots of information about 
submarines, submariners, and our his-
tory with the children and all who are in 
attendance, which significantly advanc-
es the USSVI Creed. 
Since our last newsletter report, K4K 
shipmates Paul Dillon, *Mike Deleo, 
*Roy Wilkes, Jack Gallimore, *Ron 
Grabowski, Norm Kuzel, Charlie Mur-
ray, *Buzz Merrin, Ella Mae Kuzel, 
Jackie Riley and myself have made the 
following visits:  
* Shipmates from the Groton Base - 
Westport Satellite Group  

 
Our first visit to the Children in Bridge-
port Connecticut Hospitalôs Program 
for Children with Attention Deficit Dis-
orders was on October 12, 2011. 
 

 
Our first visit to the children in the Hos-
pital of Saint Raphaelôs Child and Ado-

lescent Psychiatric Outpatient Pro-
gram (St Rays), in Branford CT, was 
on October 25, 2011. 
 

 
Our visit to the children at the Yale 
New Haven Childrenôs Hospital 
(YNHCH) & Smilow Cancer Hospital 
was on November 10, 2011.   This 
was our 3

rd
 Annual Veterans Day 

visit! 
 

 
Our K4K Team attended a special 
award ceremony for The Connecticut 
Hospice on November 14, 2011, at 
their Branford, Connecticut location.   
We were scheduled make a 4 year 
old boy an Honorary Submariner ,but 
he was too ill to attend.  We are set-
ting up to visit him at home. 
The Hospice was given an award for 
being the first accredited palliative 
care facility in the country.  It is the 
gold standard for hospices and it was 
attended by national, state and local 
dignitaries.  The Connecticut Hos-
pice was also the first Hospice in the 
United States. 
During Connecticut State Senator 
Eileen Dailyôs speech, she thanked 
the attending Submarine Veterans 
(Mike Deleo, Jack Gallimore, Charlie 
Murray, Norm Kuzel, Ella Mae Kuzel, 
Jackie Riley and myself) for what we 
do for the children that are served by 
the hospice.   

The staff of The Connecticut Hospice 
do the work of angels in bringing 
comfort to patients and their families.  
We have agreed to do whatever they 
need us to do for the children they 
serve.  Since most of the children 
they serve are home hospice pa-
tients, we agreed to visit the children 
at home whenever they and the fami-
lies felt it appropriate.  

 
 We will again visit The Connecticut 
Childrenôs Medical Center (CCMC) 
on December 13, 2011. 
"We began by imagining that we are 
giving to them; we end by realizing 
that they have enriched us" - Pope 
John Paul II  
Our K4K Team of Sub Vets and 
wives are truly enriched by our expe-
riences! 
We appreciate any help or support 

you can give us. For more infor-

mation, contact me at 203 668-9131 

or kaps4kids@subvetsgroton.org 

Kap(SS) for Kid(SS): John Riley 

Groton Base Coin 
If you have not 
obtained your 
2011 Groton 
Base Coin, 
there is still 
time. We have 
about 100 coins 
left. The 2011 

coin can be obtained either at the 
club for $6 or by mail for $7.50 
each. When they are gone, they are 
gone. Send checks to the club at-
tention Build-
ing Fund. The 
profits of the 
sale of these 
coins goes 
towards the 
Groton Base 
Building Fund.      

mailto:news@subvetsgroton.org
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Name: Present/Highest Rank/Rate (i.e. TM2, LCDR, etc.): 

Address: Qualification Rate (i.e. MM, ET, EN, etc.): 

City:                                                State:          Zip: Active Duty or Retired: 

Email: 1st Boat Qualified in Submarines: (Name; Hull; Date) 

Name of Spouse/NOK: Boat Name:                                        Hull Number: 

Phone: Year Qualified in Submarines (YYYY): 

D.O.B. (MM/DD/YYYY): Document Proof or Sponsor's Name: 

Prospective Associate Members: Are you a Veteran?:  YES / NO Military Service Dates (YYYY-YYYY): 

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS, INC. GROTON BASE MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION FORM 

THIS FORM CAN BE USED FOR NEW MEMBERS, RENEWALS, TO PAY ADVANCE DUES, OR FOR ADDRESS OR INFORMATION UP-

DATES. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!  UPDATE THIS FORM AND ENCLOSE IT WITH YOUR DUES (AND DONATION IF DESIRED).   

I subscribe to the creed of the U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc. and agree to abide by all laws and regulations governing the U.S. Submarine    

Veterans, Inc. so  long as they do not conflict with my Military or Civil obligations.  I will furnish further proof of my eligibility for membership if   

required by proper authority.  

   Signature:___________________________________________________Date:_______________________ 

*If you served on additional Submarines, please list all Boat Names/Hull Numbers/Dates Served on separate paper. 

Jan/Feb/Mar 2012 

New/Renewal National Dues $20 

 Groton Base Dues $15 

 Total $35 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES NATIONAL LIFE MEMBERSHIP COST  

Age 76 and up $100 (Plus Groton Base  Dues 15 / yr) 

Age 66-75 $200 (Plus Groton Base  Dues 15 / yr) 

Age 56-65 $300 (Plus Groton Base  Dues 15 / yr) 

Age 46-55 $400 (Plus Groton Base  Dues 15 / yr) 

Under Age 45 $500 (Plus Groton Base  Dues 15 / yr) 

Check your address label above!  If your PTD is 2011, 

you need to renew by 31 January 2012.  Or better yet 

renew for multiple years. 

GROTON BASE RENEWAL FOR LIFE MEMBERS $15 / yr 

MULTIPLE YEAR RENEWALS 

2 YEARS NATIONAL/BASE DUES - $70 

3 YEARS NATIONAL/BASE DUES - $100(saves $5) 

5 YEARS NATIONAL/BASE DUES - $165 (saves $10) 

TOTAL AMOUNT PAID: $________ Includes $_________ Donation for:      Building Fund         Memorial Preservation Fund         Newsletter                                                                                 

      Groton Base Scholarship        Caring & Sharing       Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS)        Other (Please Specify): ________________________________                                                                                                     

Read inside how you can get this plate. 

NOTE:  RENEW Your Membership Today 
for 2012 or for Multiple Years! 

US Submarine Veterans Inc. 
40 School Street  
Groton CT 06340-3940 

Visit us online: 

www.subvetsgroton.org  

 


